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Je sus Christ brought a dra matic change not only to the Chris tian
com mu nity, but to the whole world. Per haps you ar en’t aware just how dra -
matic the change has been, so let’s make it clear. The dif fer ence be tween
the world be fore and af ter the com ing of Christ is un be liev able. He has
changed the course of in di vid ual hearts, peo ple groups, and nations. If He
had not come, the earth would be a very ter ri ble place, in deed.

Je sus sim ple state ment, “I am the Good Shep herd.” changed many,
many things. In Mat thew 18:12 he says,

What do you think? If a man has a hun dred sheep and one of them
goes astray, does he not leave the 99 and go to the moun tains to seek
the one who is stray ing? If he should find it, as sur edly I say to you,
he re joices more over that sheep than over the 99 that did not go
astray. Even so it is not the will of your Fa ther who is in heaven that
one of these lit tle ones should per ish. 

This sim ple il lus tra tion, changed for many the meaning of the hu -
man race, changed the course of na tions, and lit er ally helped to change
civi li za tion. I be lieve God used it to open the eyes of many to the true value
of hu man life. No tice how He  said, “What do you think?” To Him it was a
most natu ral question. Most of the gov ern ments of the world would say,
“One sheep? Who cares!” Think about it. To the natu ral mind, who really

cares about one sheep? An Is lamic ex trem ist would man date a Jihad¾a
very dif fer ent ap proach from Christ’s. Take one sheep, strap a bomb on it
and send it in among the innocent. The re sult would be tragic, taking many
in no cent lives. But to the mur der ous re lig ious zealot, who cares? It is only
one per son.  After all, it is need ful that one should die so that we can prom -
ul gate our doctrine. 

But thank fully this is to tally op po site to what Je sus is say ing here.
He for ever changed for us the whole scope, the whole un der stand ing, the
whole meaning of who we are as hu man be ings. In light of who He is, and
what He’s said and done, we can no longer let the in di vid ual per ish for the
sake of the whole com mu nity. Some have even said, “If  the in di vid ual gets
in the way,  let’s just run them over.”  May it never be!. Be cause Je sus came
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into this world and spoke the following words eve ry thing has changed.
Here is my main text to illustrate Fa ther’s love for the individual and why
we also should have the same priority. 

The Good Shepherd

In John 10:11-16 He says, “I am the Good Shep herd.”

Ar en’t you glad He is the Good Shep herd, not just a shep herd? 

The Good Shep herd gives his life for the sheep.

Now, in this text He’s speak ing of His peo ple in a plu ral sense,
concerning pro tec tion, love, nur tur ing, car ing.

But a hire ling, he who is not a shep herd, is one who does not own the 
sheep, sees the wolf com ing and leaves the sheep and flees and the
wolf catches the sheep and scat ters them. The hire ling flees be cause
he is a hire ling and does not care about the sheep.

Let me in ter ject that one could proba bly use the word “hire ling”
con cern ing many poli ti cians. Again, the Lord says,

I am the Good Shep herd. I know My sheep.

Let us be clear. He knows each one of us by name; He has counted
every hair.

I know My sheep and I am known by My own. As the Fa ther knows
Me even so, I know the Fa ther; and I lay down My life for the sheep.
There are other sheep which I have which are not of this fold; them
also I must bring and they will hear My voice and there will be one
flock and one shep herd.

These scrip tures speak about the Lord pro tect ing His peo ple; we’re 
not able to pro tect our selves.  How can a sheep pro tect itself from a wolf? It 
simply can not hap pen. As a re sult, be cause of Christ’s will ing ness to of fer
His life for the sake of the help less, whole na tions have changed their fo -
cus. Thank fully, Amer ica is not a na tion out to pil lage and plun der other
nations. By con trast, most of the time, the Ro man Em pire did ex actly that. 
It was out to in crease its wealth, power, influence, etc. The Roman fo cus
was on them selves, not the peo ples of other na tions. They treated those
they con quered cru elly and un mer ci fully. Some whom they con quered,
were lit er ally oblit er ated from the face of the earth.  Amer ica is not a na tion
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like that. Simi larly, this church is not a con gre ga tion out to in crease our
wealth or in flu ence ei ther. At the root of our iden tity are Je sus’ words “I am 
 the Good Shep herd.”

The Lord has called us to fol low His ex am ple. Con sider David’s
words in 1 Sam uel 17,

Your ser vant used to keep his fa ther’s sheep. And when the lion and
the bear came and took a lamb out of the flock . . .

Let’s imag ine that scene for a mo ment. What would you do? Sup -
pose you are the shep herd and the sheep taken by the wild ani mal be longs
to your dad. Would you some how ra tion al ize do ing noth ing? Would you
say to your self, “Well it proba bly was a weak one any way.” Would you say, 
“I don’t care?”  No? But David did care; he did de fend the de fense less. He
says,

I went out af ter it . . . (an ag gres sive pos ture.  It was one of seek ing
out the en emy.) . . . and struck it and de liv ered the lamb from its
mouth.  (He had to take it right out of its mouth.) And when it rose
against me, I caught it by its beard and struck it and killed it. . . . both 
the lion and the bear. And this un cir cum cised Phil is tine (Go li ath)
will be like one of them.  He has de fied the ar mies of the liv ing God. 
Moreo ver David said, “The Lord who de liv ered me from the paw of
the lion and the paw of the bear, He will de liver me from the hand of
this Phil is tine.”

No Turning Back

David knew some thing about the heart of God be cause he knew His
heart for lov ing and pro tect ing his sheep, he knew there was no turn ing
back. This same chap ter states that he cared about the flock even when he
was in volved in other ac tivi ties. He would re turn from min is ter ing in King
Saul’s court and make sure the sheep were okay. I can imag ine, even later
when he became King, the con ver sa tion be tween him self and the shep herd
of his fa ther’s flock, “You re mem ber that ewe, Mar tha? She would bear
twins every year. How’s she do ing? How are her lit tle ones? You know a
bear once tried to de vour her.”

Since David knew the Lord was his Shep herd, he also knew that he
had to be a good shep herd as well. David made sure that no mat ter where he 
was in do ing God’s will, he would con tinue to shep herd his father’s flock.
Simi larly, we look out for one an other, be cause Je sus is the Good Shep -
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herd. He came into this world and changed eve ry thing we know about car -
ing for one an other. We sim ply can not ig nore each other’s pain any more.
Our old na ture might have said, “Oh well, the wolf got that one. Too bad.
The wolf came in; not my prob lem. Af ter all, what could I do about it? 
Look at me, I’m just a hu man be ing. I don’t have teeth like that.

To day God is call ing His peo ple to stand up, go for ward in an ag -
gres sive pos ture against the Phil is tines of to day. The enemy’s tac tics are
the same; he still wants to kill and de stroy. He wants to bring the mean ing
and value of hu man life to its low est ebb. Although Satan is alive he is not
well; he’s a “sick pup,” and he keeps spew ing forth the lies. Many in the
world to day would like to pre tend that Je sus never came into the world, and 
never spoke the par able of the “lost sheep.” But Je sus’ words en dure any -
way. They keep sound ing forth through the tu mul tuous hi story of our own
civi li za tion that is drenched in the blood of men, men against men, ar mies
against ar mies, peo ple against peo ple, na tion against na tion. Men are still
mo ti vated by gold, sil ver, wealth and power. Not much has changed since
the days of Rome and many na tions have cho sen the wrong path.

What hope can there be for the earth if man kind con tin ues to reject
the Lord? More in hu mane be hav ior? Over the years, men have in vented
un speak able tor tures, to in flict on one an other. But perhaps the most le thal
of all is un car ing ne glect. It is not just le thal to the one in flicted, but to the
one in flict ing. This be hav ior makes one in sen si tive to in creas ing atrocity.
Ger many had many prison camps, Bu chen vald, Ra vens bruck, Da chau;
Rus sia had the Gu lag. When the Rus sian armies would march, those who
couldn’t keep up, were taken aside and shot, with out prayer or mercy. The
Ro mans would aban don their un wanted chil dren. They wouldn’t kill them; 
they would sim ply leave them on the town dump. Though this may be a bit
graphic, this is what hu man ity apart from God is like, but this is what Je sus
came into the world to change! 

Human Rights

You’ve proba bly heard of the term “hu man rights be hav ior.” For
example, it has been said, “This or that par ticu lar na tion can not host the
Olym pics be cause of its hu man rights vio la tions.” Some how na tions to -
day, in their dia logue with each other, keep a sort of score card con cern ing
each oth ers  hu man rights. How many peo ple were imprisoned be cause of
po liti cal pro cesses and things of that na ture? Was there tor ture, etc.? In ter -
est ingly, this dia logue oc curs be cause of a Chris tian presi dent, Jimmy Car -
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ter. He in tro duced the sub ject of hu man rights into the arena of
in ter na tional re la tions. His ap proach went some thing like this, “You know
we can not deal with this par ticu lar coun try in the usual manner be cause of
its hu man rights vio la tions.” Where did he get that idea? He was a Sun day
school teacher and knew Je sus’ il lus tra tion of a shep herd leaving the
ninety- nine to res cue the one. He knew that the one de served to be treated
fairly and as ap pro pri ately as pos si ble, and not dis carded for the sake of the
many no mat ter what gov ern ment, na tion, or eth nic groups were involved.

Of course we know that jus tice and proper re spect for hu man rights
con sis tently falls short eve ry where. But where peo ple turn to Christ, there
is hope. With out Je sus alive in peo ple’s hearts, it is just a con cept that is
eas ily de serted. But when He and His love for mankind be comes real in the
hearts of men, it is no longer a con cept; it is re al ity. 

Under the Scope

When I was a young mi cro bi olo gist, I used to do what might have
seemed strange to oth ers but was very interesting to me. I wanted to see
things the way they re ally were. The mi cro scope I used was very pow er ful
and ef fec tive. It would fo cus the light at an an gle from ei ther side in such a
way that you wouldn’t see any thing on the slide ex cept, for ex am ple, a
mem brane which would spar kle and re flect back the light (a “dark field”).
When you looked at liv ing, hu man, white cells in this way you could
clearly see amaz ing de tail in side the cell. Then since you didn’t have to
stain them, you could see them alive. I used to take a slide sam ple from the
in side of my cheek for fun. It was amaz ing to see white cell mac ro cytes
hunt ing for bac te ria. You could see their pseu do pods go out and bring food
back in, and in side the cell you could see all kinds of activity, not just an
im mo bile pic ture, but one full of mo tion, lit er ally eve ry thing was jig gling
around. It was so easy to distinguish a live cell from a dead one. Awe some
to see. 

One day, I read of an amoeba that was called the “Large Race
Amoeba,” a gi ant. Since a white cell can be huge any way, I wondered how
large it could be.  I had read that they were 10-100 times larger than an or di -
nary white cell, so large that you could al most see them with your na ked
eye. I defi nitely wanted to see one of those lit tle or gan isms! I read up on

them¾ how they con gre gate, ex change DNA, and en gage in all kinds of
be hav ior. But I was not pre pared for what I saw when I fi nally found one.
Do you know where you find these things? Some one told me that you usu -
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ally need a cul ture from some hay situ ated in a swamp. So I set up Petri
dishes with hay and swamp wa ter and would hunt for them. Con sis tently I
would find all kinds of liv ing things in there and put them un der the “dark
field” scope. One day as I was in the lab with three or four peo ple around
me, I saw it, and it was huge! Huge! Pseu do pods were stream ing out! I
quickly made sure that there was enough wa ter so it would live and then I
turned the light down so it wouldn’t cook. I wanted to  keep it alive as long
as I could. As I was watch ing it feed on the bac te ria and other or gan isms
around it, all of a sud den, it stopped dead in its track with just the mem -
branes wig gling a lit tle bit. I switched to low power, think ing, “oh, oh,
maybe there’s not enough wa ter and its dy ing.” No, there was enough wa ter 
so I switched back to high power. Sud denly it streamed out a pseu do pod
really fast.  I looked and there was an other one right next to it!  I thought
they were go ing to con ju gate, re pro duce. This is what I’ve been look ing
for; this is what I wanted to see!

Well, in stead, one started run ning from the other; it was a one-cell
or gan ism race. They were run ning or sliding faster and faster but fi nally the 
big ger one caught up, sur rounded the smaller one and drew it into a di ges -
tive vacu ole. At first, the smaller one was strug gling to get out, send ing out
its pseu do pods, but it couldn’t break free. Sud denly its in side mem branes
started to quiver and then stopped. Sweat was pour ing off my face; I
couldn’t be lieve what I had just seen. I had wit nessed a mur der. I saw a
mur der! I looked up from the mi cro scope and eve ry thing was still the same
in the room, but I was changed. I saw one cell devour anot her cell! They’re
sup posed to con gre gate, get along! Then I thought, Cain was sup posed to
get along with Abel. In stead he rose up against his brother and mur dered
him. Sweat pour ing down my shirt, I re al ized that my old na ture was just
like that large race amoeba. My old na ture was ex pressed in the at ti tude
that said, “dog eat dog, get ahead, sur round, cap ture, neu tral ize, kill.”

Do Unto Others

But God has sepa rated me from my old na ture in the wa ters of bap -
tism as Paul taught in Ro mans 6:4,

Therefore we have been buried with Him through baptism into
death, so that as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory
of the Father, so we too might walk in new ness of life.

We no longer have to walk in har mony with the old na ture. Left to
our own de vices we would be just as cruel as Sta lin, or the Nazis in WW II.
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But, some thing has changed in us be cause of our Lord Je sus Christ. Sadly
though, we often come to wor ship Him simply be cause of what He’s do ing
for us per son ally, not un der stand ing that He has in tro duced change to the
whole earth. What is the dif fer ence be tween those who know Him in ti -
mately and the re lig ions of this world? What? A vio lent, re lig ious ex trem -
ist of ten has no prob lem kill ing, especially Chris tian be lievers. If you do
not ac cept their faith, you die. Such a brand of re lig ion of fers lit tle hope for
hu manity. 

But this lit tle child, Je sus, born in a sta ble in Beth le hem, this lit tle
one whom His own nation re jected, be came the Good Shep herd sent from
God, and was, in deed, God Him self, the Good Shep herd. When He taught,
He consistently made a con trast, say ing the King dom of God was at hand.
But what was He con trasting to the King dom of God?  Very sim ply, the
king dom of this world, its gov ern ments, and its meth ods for ac com plish ing 
its goals. However His King dom is to tally dif fer ent, and His ways for ac -
com plish ing His goals are in stark con trast with the ways of man. His King -
dom is not popu lated with peo ple who don’t care; its motto is not “dog eat
dog”; its agenda is not “amoeba kill amoeba.” 

Rather, the King dom of God says, “Let’s care a bout the in di vid ual.
Let’s shel ter, let’s pro tect. Let’s not give up on others.” You see, our val ues
have changed dras ti cally be cause of what the Lord has done in us, be cause
of His death and re surrec tion at Calvary. For God so loved the world that
He gave His only be got ten Son. Indi vid ual, hu man life is now val ued
highly by many across the earth be cause of Him.  Many value hu man life
much dif fer ently than they used to, not a lit tle, but much dif fer ently. The
doc trine of Com mu nism where the in di vid ual has no mean ing what so ever
ex cept in the con text of the col lec tive community, is dia met ri cally op posed 
to the teach ing of Christ. Be cause of the Lord, each in di vid ual is now im -
por tant. What did He say? “Not one spar row falls that He doesn’t see.” We
look at a spar row and scarcely care. Most of us don’t even have a bird -
feeder to make sure it’s well fed. But to our Lord, not one of these lit tle
ones per ishes that He doesn’t see. How en cour ag ing! He cares about every
lit tle thing, every in di vid ual.  This world sys tem ele vates “so cie tal prog -
ress” above the in di vid ual. Such “prog ress” I do not want to have.  In stead,
because of Christ’s teaching, car ing is in my life. I have in my heart a sanc -
tity of hu man life as never be fore. As a re sult of Chris ti ani ty’s in flu ence in
our so ci ety, we res cue some one who’s life is in dan ger. If you see some -
one’s life threat ened by another, you want to help. In ter est ingly un der Eng -
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lish law you are ob li gated to intervene. If you don’t, you are guilty and
com plicit in the act of ag gres sion.

So you see, David didn’t have a choice; he had to go out and res cue
that lit tle lamb from the teeth of the bear and the lion. He had to do it be -
cause he had a re la tion ship with the Good Shep herd. Simi larly, we help
oth ers in trou ble, we care for those we love, and we would never com mit
mur der be cause His life is in us. Then, there is our at ti tude of care to ward
our selves as well. Did you know that sui cide is mur der? Do you have
thoughts of sui cide? Then you are hav ing thoughts about mur der. But
because of what Je sus said, it’s clear that you  are too im por tant to Him to
be giv ing your self over to thoughts like that. He is the one who gives and
takes life, and your life is in His hands, not your own. Even if you are ex pe -
ri enc ing much suf fer ing, He loves you eter nally and that means your life is
still worth liv ing.

God Has the Last Word

I’ve heard it said on oc ca sion, “If peo ple are suf fer ing they really
should be put out of their mis ery.” Re mem ber, I don’t have to un der stand
why there is suf fer ing. For ex am ple, in my own life, my fa ther was suf -
fering and wanted to die. Do you know what I told him? “It’s not your busi -
ness!  God is the one who holds life and death in His hands.” As long as he
could min is ter life to oth ers (and he could) then he needed to live. His at -
ten tion span was not long, but he could still make peo ple smile; he could
still bring joy to the nurses who would care for him. 

As hard as this might seem, God, not us, is the one who knows when
our time is over. When King Saul was fatally wounded on the bat tle field,
he knew the en emy would tor ture him, would proba bly cut off his head and
would pa rade it. So he called for one of his men to kill him. But when
David found out what the sol dier had done, he sen tenced that man to death.
He knew it was not his re spon si bil ity to take the King’s life no mat ter what
the cir cum stance.

God is the one who gives life and, too of ten, men seek to take into
their own hands the right, apart from God, as to when it should end. But our 
days are num bered by Him. We must not kill the un born be cause God
knows every person in the womb and even be fore that. Each and every life
is so valu able. He even takes all our mis takes and weaves them into His
pat tern for the cloth of our life. Pro fes sional weav ers will of ten do this.
When they make a mis take, they art fully in te grate it into the over all pat -
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tern. When fin ished, the fi nal prod uct dis plays, for all to see, the wis dom
and tal ent of the weaver to bring forth beauty out of im per fec tions. Simi -
larly, God has taken our s ins and fail ures, cleansed them by His blood and
is bring ing forth in our lives a heav enly de signed pat tern that will re veal
His wis dom and plan for call ing us in the first place.

Re al ity Check

I’ve had to bring up in this mes sage, some dis tress ing sub jects. I’ve
talked about the in hu man ity of men. We don’t like to look at that. We like
to imag ine a world in which eve ry body’s a Chris tian; but that isn’t the
truth. The truth is that we are liv ing in a Goliath- Philistine world. In deed,
there are some really BAD ene mies out there, not just seek ing to take you
in a wrong di rec tion; they want to de stroy and oblit er ate you. They don’t
want any thing to do with be com ing a Chris tian be cause to do so makes no
sense to them. If there is a God, He is too awe some and huge to really care
about us. But the truth is, we know He does care. We know this be cause of
the word of God, and be cause He has come into our hearts. We know that in 
the very core of our being. 

When He bap tizes us in His Spirit, He re leases in us the power to
know and un der stand both what and who He is and who we are in Him.
Apart from Him, we could never come to such in sight. He opens the word
of God to us that we might un der stand eter nal truth. Yet we un der stand so
very lit tle. But one thing we now know for sure. He’s the Good Shep herd,
He cares for every spar row. To day we see that He’s changed civi li za tion
and how eve ry one de fines what that is. And it’s not just the be liev ers
who’ve bene fited from His work among mankind, but even the “bad guys,” 
those that don’t know him. Now, be cause He has come into this world, we
find a growing hope in the hearts of many for the fu ture of hu manity. With -
out Him, there was and is no hope. With out Him, we’re doomed to live
with the old na ture, to look un der the mi cro scope and ex pect that if one cell
de stroys another, it’s likely that we will too. Every na ture chan nel on tele -
vi sion, dis plays so much of ani mals kill ing and eat ing each other.

But we who are called begin to live on a dif fer ent plane. In con trast
to fallen hu man ity, the prophet Isaiah de scribed the emerging King dom of
God this way,

The wolf and the lamb shall feed to gether, the lion shall eat straw
like the ox, and dust shall be the ser pent’s food. They shall not hurt
nor de stroy in all My holy moun tain . . .(Is. 65:25)
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Conclusion

We are not doomed; we are not hope less. We have a won der fully dif -
fer ent pos ture now. We can hold our heads up high; we are not like ani mals
at all. It mat ters not if some would de bate whether our DNA is as the ani -
mals or not; we shall not care. We know that we are not like the ani mals and 
we don’t have to live like them. We are called to care for one an other in a
way which we do not yet fully un der stand. Do you re mem ber when Je sus
asked, at the be gin ning of this tract, “What do you think?” (spo ken to us),
“If you had a hun dred sheep and you lost one,would you go look ing for it?” 
In the light of our dis cus sion, what would you do now? For me, I know the
an swer to that ques tion. Civi li za tion is changed be cause of Him and now
be cause of us, the Chris ti anos, the peo ple in whom God dwells. There is
hope in the earth be cause of Him and now to day be cause of us. The Phil is -
tine is doomed.

Golia th’s days are num bered. The spirit that seeks to ele vate one
man over an other in or der to de stroy him is fin ished. He isn’t go ing to live
for ever; we are! Our en emy is only here for a des ig nated time frame. I am
so thank ful the Lord has saved me; He is my Good Shep herd. But I’m also
thank ful that He’s called me into this call ing, to pro tect and look af ter His
sheep. This church gives to Op era tion Christ mas Child, also to an or phan -
age in the Phil ip pines, and then to all kinds of other min is tries. Why do we
do these things? Be cause we love one an other; because we are called to be
just like Him.

I don’t know about you, but there is a part of me that is still “dog eat
dog,” a part of me where I’ve just got to get ahead, I’ve got to pro mote
myself, be suc cess ful, etc. There is so much yet in me that I need to die to.
As I said ear lier, He must in crease; I must de crease. That old na ture has to
be put to death eve ry day. Even though you’ve been bap tized in wa ter, you
still need to con sider the old na ture as dead, des ert it, walk away from it.
When you’ve been cruel (am I the only one, say ing a harsh word to my wife 
or child), are you quick to hum ble your self? My wife said to me, “Some -
times you are hard to live with!” Well we all are, but when we de fend our -
selves in a com bat ive pos ture, we need to die to that. So let us take up our
cross; let us now fol low af ter the Lord. We have been changed and we now
have hope in Him.

If this mes sage has challenged you and you want God’s change to
occur in you, let’s pray:
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Thank You, Lord. At this time of Christmas, Lord, we sing so many
songs about the child in Beth le hem who brought peace into this
world. We know now that peace can only hap pen one way, by Your
life in us, by re ceiv ing You and fol low ing af ter You. This teach ing
about car ing for the one, this teach ing about lov ing one an other in -
stead of only one self, has changed our life, O God.  I pray it will con -
tinue to do so, that our pos ture will not al ways be de fen sive but will
be ag gres sive to wards the things You have for us to ac com plish,
whether it’s to give to an or phan age in the Phil ip pines, or to Op era -
tion Christ mas Child, or any of the other things we give to and work
in, even here in this city. We know it is Your heart we are af ter. We
ask You, Lord, to for give us of our own pos ture when we let the old
na ture rise up. We ask You to bring Your res ur rec tion life into us
that we might walk in that life, as ours, our in heri tance in You. We
thank You; we fi nally have a hope. Our hope is in You. In Je sus
name we pray, Amen.


