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… If our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those
who are perishing. (2 Corinthians 4:3)





Unveiling the Gospel
... If our gos pel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are 

per ish ing. (2 Cor in thi ans 4:3)

by Dale Rumble

Introduction

There are many evi dences to day of sig nifi cant and won -
der ful changes tak ing place in the church. We are wit ness ing a 
great work by the Lord to not only pre pare us for His glo ri ous
re turn, but also for the spiri tual war fare that will in evi ta bly
mark a great fi nal har vest of souls at the end of this age.

The Lord’s goal is not sim ply re vival; it is for res to ra tion 
back to the prin ci ples and truths of the original church.

De spite the great number of be liev ers to day, and the
vast tech nological re sources that are avail able to spread the
gos pel, some thing is miss ing! The church in Amer ica has a
di vorce rate equal to that of the world. She does not have the
same power and united wit ness of a right eous life style that
was ex hib ited by the first Chris tians. Res to ra tion is needed;
but where?

To prop erly ap pre ci ate what is tak ing place to day, and
what is yet to take place, it is im por tant to first un der stand
how the first church fell away, the depth of this fall into the
Dark Ages, and the work of res to ra tion that has taken place
since the ref or ma tion.

FLOODS UPON THE DRY GROUND1 is rec om mended
to read ers as an ac cu rate and well writ ten over view of these
as pects of church his tory.

1

1 Charles P. Schmitt, FLOODS UPON THE DRY GROUND,
P.O. Box 310, Shippensburg, PA; Destiny Image, 1998.



The last half of the past cen tury has wit nessed a grow -
ing in ter est and dem on strated in crease in spiri tual gifts.
Need for the five fold min is tries of Ephe si ans 4:11 is be ing
rec og nized; in par ticu lar, for the min is tries of apos tles and
proph ets. The tra di tional em pha sis of a sin gle, strong min is -
ter to lead lo cal churches is be ing chal lenged by team min is -
tries and bib li cal eld er ships in a grow ing number of
assemblies.

In con cert with this, and as an in te gral part of such res -
to ra tion, more and more be liev ers are leav ing the author ity
struc ture of in sti tu tional churches to gather in “open” meet -
ings held in homes of be liev ers. This trend to house churches
will cer tainly ac cel er ate in the fu ture since it of fers a spiri tu -
ally or ganic ba sis for de vel op ing the re la tion ship and spon ta -
ne ity of body- life that marked the original church. Af ter all,
the early church was built in homes!

How ever, church res to ra tion will only be com plete when 
Christ has re gained His right ful place in the per sonal and cor -
po rate lives of His peo ple. To that end, we need to con tinu ally
ask our selves where we still fall short.

This tract has been writ ten to ex am ine the gos pel, as it
was pro claimed and taught by the first apos tles, to see if this
is an area where res to ra tion in power, con tent, or em pha sis is 
needed today.

What is the Gos pel?

A good place to be gin is seek ing an an swer to the fol low -
ing two part ques tion, “What is the gos pel, and how does one
ap pro pri ate its prom ises?”

Scrip ture is very clear in an swer ing the first part of this
ques tion. The gos pel contains three fun da men tal truths:

• Christ died for our sins

• He was bur ied

• He rose from the dead on the third day through the
power of the Holy Spirit
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Now I make known to you, breth ren, the gos pel which I

preached to you, which also you re ceived, in which

also you stand, by which also you are saved, if you

hold fast the word which I preached to you, un less you

be lieved in vain. For I de liv ered to you as of first im por -

tance what I also re ceived, that Christ died for our sins

ac cord ing to the Scrip tures, and that He was bur ied,

and that He was raised on the third day ac cord ing to the 

scrip tures. (1 Cor in thi ans 15:1-4)

Christ died an ago niz ing death on the cross as a per fect
sac ri fice for all the sins of man kind; the proof of God’s ac cep -
tance of His sac ri fice was His res ur rec tion from the dead on
the third day.

Scrip ture is also quite clear in an swer ing the sec ond
part of our ques tion, “How does one ap pro pri ate the prom -
ises of the gos pel?” All prom ises of the gos pel be gin with the
prom ise of eter nal life. This be comes ours through faith in
the grace of God when we be lieve on the Lord Je sus Christ,
that He died in our place on the cross. By faith, the Holy Spirit 
comes to abide in our hearts. This can never be earned by
any good work on our part; it is by grace through faith (Ro -
mans 3:20-31). All sub se quent prom ises are cen tered in the
Lord Je sus Christ (2 Cor in thi ans 1:20; 2 Pe ter 1:3-4). All that 
we will ever need for a life of vic tory has been pro vided for us
in Christ’s death on the cross, His bur ial and His res ur rec tion 
from the dead. We are re spon si ble to be lieve, to have faith in
all that God de clares about our needs and His pro vi sion for
them. Let us see how grace and faith are woven to gether in
His pro vi sions for us.

The Death of Christ

Proc la ma tion of the gos pel con fronts un saved men with
the knowl edge of their lost state be fore God, and of the judg -
ment await ing them. It also pro claims the good news that He
loves us and that there is hope for us in His mercy. He has
sent His Son, Je sus, to die for our sins. Eve ry thing be gins
with the love of God!
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For God so loved the world that He gave His only be got -
ten Son, that who ever be lieves in Him should not per ish,
but have eter nal life. (John 3:16)

How we respond to the good news is im por tant. We
must be lieve that we are in deed lost be cause of sin, and in
faith, re pent. Re pen tance is more than be ing sorry; it is a de -
ci sion to change. The word re pent means “to change one’s
mind or pur pose.” It is a change that can not take place apart
from faith in the gos pel mes sage. Im plicit in true re pen tance
is the con vict ing power of the Holy Spirit. No one can come to
the Lord un less the Spirit draws him (John 6:44). True faith
will pro duce a true re pen tance that leads to life. This is re -
ferred to in scrip ture as be ing jus ti fied (Ro mans 5:9-17). For
those who have been in volved in the oc cult, or other satanic
ac tivi ties, re pen tance must in clude re nounc ing Sa tan and all
such prac tices.

Sins can only be for given through faith in the shed
blood of Je sus Christ.

In the Old Tes ta ment, the blood of ani mal sac ri fices
atoned for the sins of the peo ple. The rea son for blood is
given in the fol low ing verse of scrip ture:

The life of the flesh is in the blood and I (God) have given
it to you on the al tar to make atone ment for your souls;

for it is the blood by rea son of the life that makes

atone ment. (Le viti cus 17:11)

These ani mal sac ri fices were req uired as of ten as the
peo ple sinned. How ever, there al ways re mained an in ner con -
scious ness of sins, for al though their sins were cov ered,
men’s con sciences were not cleansed; their sins and fail ures
were never for got ten.

Je sus was con ceived by the Holy Spirit in the womb of
Mary. Af ter birth, He lived a com pletely sin less life. The blood
in His veins was the blood of a per fect Sacrifice. He was the
un blem ished Lamb of God, the sac ri fice for sins, whose
blood not only cov ered sins, but also to tally for gave them so
that they are never re mem bered again by God (He brews
10:1-18). Thus, be liev ers need not bear a con tin ual con -
scious ness of past sins; their con sciences have been cleansed
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by the blood of Christ and they can al ways draw near to God
in full as sur ance of faith (He brews 9:14).

The word “jus tify” is trans lated from the Greek word
“DIKAIOO” which means “to de clare right eous.” To pass from
death into life is only pos si ble when one has faith in the shed
blood of Christ to for give all of his sins. This truth is ex -
pressed in the fol low ing scrip tures.

• There fore hav ing been jus ti fied by faith we have
peace with God through our Lord Je sus Christ....Much 
more then, hav ing been jus ti fied by His blood, we
shall be saved from the wrath of God through Him (Ro -
mans 5:1, 9)

• Know ing that you were not re deemed with per ish able
things...but with the pre cious blood as of a lamb un -
blem ished and spot less, the blood of Christ. (1 Pe ter
1:18-19)

• In Him we have re demp tion through His blood, the
for give ness of our tres passes ac cord ing to the riches
of His grace. (Ephe si ans 1:7)

• That if you con fess with your mouth Je sus as Lord,
and be lieve in your heart that God raised Him from
the dead, you shall be saved; for with the heart man
be lieves, re sult ing in right eous ness, and with the
mouth he con fesses, re sult ing in sal va tion. (Ro mans
10:9-10)

• Who ever be lieves that Je sus is the Christ is born of
God.... These things I have writ ten to you who be lieve
in the name of the Son of God, in or der that you may
know that you have eter nal life. (1 John 5:1, 13)

Prior to His death, Je sus was cru elly scourged and
chas tised. Blood is sued forth from many parts of His body.
First of all, He ap par ently sweat drops of blood when the sin
of the world was laid upon Him in Gethse mane. The crown of
thorns on His head drew blood. The whip plowed His back
and tore His face. In the cru ci fix ion, nails pierced His hand
and His feet. The wounds and scourg ing that He en dured in
His per fect body was the price that He will ingly paid for the
heal ing of our bod ies (1 Pe ter 2:24; Isaiah 53:4-5).
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The death of Christ is the pri mary truth of the gos pel
mes sage. It ex presses God’s love for us. We are saved by His
mercy, jus ti fied by His grace, and made alive by the re gen er at -
ing work of the Holy Spirit to be come heirs of eter nal life in
the fam ily of God. Our re spon si bil ity is sim ply to re pent, to
be lieve, and to con fess, all by faith, in what Christ has done
for us.

The Bur ial of Christ

New con verts of ten ask the ques tion, “Why do I still
prac tice sin af ter my con ver sion; how can I be vic to ri ous and
cease the prac tice of sin?”

The an swer lies in ap pro pri at ing through faith all that 
Christ pro vided for us in His death on the cross. First, His
blood was shed to for give us for our sins and to jus tify us be -
fore God. Sec ond, He died on the cross as a man, the last
Adam, to deal once and for all with the Ad amic na ture
which makes us prone to sin. He took our cor rupt, car nal na -
ture (our old- self) to the cross where it was cru ci fied with
Him!

What is dead, can not sin! If I truly be lieve that my “old
na ture” is dead in deed to sin, then by faith I can live the new
life which all true be liev ers re ceive in Christ through the new
birth! Sal va tion is truly liv ing an ex changed life; I have died
and Christ now lives in me. Paul ex pressed it this way:

I have been cru ci fied with Christ; and it is no longer I
who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now

live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who
loved me, and de liv ered Him self up for me. (Ga la tions
2:20)

Just as it re quires faith to be lieve that the shed blood of
Christ for gives our sins, it also re quires faith to be lieve the
Scrip tures con cern ing our old na ture (Ephe si ans 4:22-24).

Even so, con sider (reckon, fully be lieve) your selves to

be dead to sin, but alive to God in Christ. (Ro mans 6:11)

The re al ity of this truth in one’s walk has ab so lutely
noth ing to do with how one feels, how dif fi cult per sonal cir -

6



cum stances may be, or whether we failed God yes ter day. It is
a moment- by- moment reck on ing our selves to be dead to sin
ac cord ing to the word of God!

Set your mind on the things above, not on the things that

are on earth. For you have died and your life is hid den
with Christ in God. (Co los sians 3:2-3)

How is this im por tant truth pro claimed in the gos pel,
and how do new con verts ap pro pri ate it by faith?

The an swer is found in the wa ters of bap tism! The
first step by which a new be liever ex presses his faith in this
truth is to per son ally par tici pate in the Lord’s bur ial by be -
ing bap tized in wa ter. In do ing so, he is tes ti fy ing, “I be lieve
that my old- self was cru ci fied with Je sus on the cross, and I
now bury it in the wa ters of bap tism, where the Holy Spirit
will cut it away by cir cum ci sion so that I may rise out of the
wa ter to walk in new ness of life.”

The wa ters into which one is immersed do noth ing;
what takes place is a work of the Holy Spirit.

The fol low ing Scrip tures, which pro claim this truth
concerning the bur ial of Christ, are where our faith is to be
fixed.

There fore we have been bur ied with Him through bap -

tism into death, in or der that as Christ was raised from

the dead through the glory of the Fa ther, so we too

might walk in new ness of life. For if we have be come
united with Him in the like ness of His death, cer tainly
we shall be also in the like ness of His res ur rec tion,

know ing this, that our old self was cru ci fied with

Him, that our body of sin might be done away with,

that we should no longer be slaves to sin. (Ro mans
6:4-6)

No tice that the prom ise is nei ther re gen era tion by bap -
tism nor sin less per fec tion, but of vic tory over ha bit ual sin.
Sin is not to be our mas ter. We can walk in vic tory!

In Him also you were cir cum cised with a cir cum ci sion 

not made with hands, but in a (spiri tual) cir cum ci -

sion (per formed by) Christ by strip ping off the body
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of the flesh (the whole, cor rupt, car nal na ture with

its pas sions and lusts). Thus you were cir cum cised

when you were bur ied with Him in your bap -

tism....(Co los sians 2:11-12; AMPLIFIED BIBLE)

When we ex am ine the New Tes ta ment rec ord of the early 
church, we dis cover that wa ter bap tism al ways ac com pa -
nied preach ing of the gos pel; it was never pre sented as an op -
tion, or as some thing to be done later at a more con ven ient
time. The fol low ing are some ex am ples from Scrip ture that
re veal how the first apos tles min is tered wa ter bap tism.

• Our Lord’s com mis sion to preach the gos pel and make
dis ci ples in cluded wa ter bap tism (Mat thew 28:19;
Mark 16:16; John 4:1-2).

• But when they be lieved Philip preach ing the good
news about the king dom of God and the name of Je -
sus Christ, they were be ing bap tized, men and
women alike. (Acts 8:12)

• And Paul said, “John bap tized with the bap tism of re -
pen tance, tell ing the peo ple to be lieve in Him who was 
com ing af ter him, that is, in Je sus.” And when they
heard this, they were bap tized in the name of the Lord 
Je sus. (Acts 19:4-5)

• Surely, no one can ref use the wa ter for these to be
bap tized who have re ceived the Holy Spirit just as we
did, can he? And he (Pe ter) or dered them to be bap -
tized in the name of Je sus Christ.... (Acts 10:47-48)

• ...Sirs, what must I do to be saved? And they said, “Be -
lieve on the Lord Je sus, and you shall be saved, you
and your house hold.” And they spoke the word of the
Lord to him to gether with all who were in his
house...and im me di ately he was bap tized, he and all 
his house hold. (Acts 16:30-33)

• A won der ful ex am ple of the im por tance of wa ter bap -
tism in the gos pel can be found in the story of the Ethio -
pian eunuch. This par ticu lar in di vid ual had gone to
Je ru sa lem to wor ship. He was now re turn ing home
with a hun ger in his heart to know God. The Lord di -
rected Philip to leave Sa maria and go to a des ert road
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lead ing from Je ru sa lem to Gaza, where he en coun tered
the eunuch in his char iot. The eunuch was read ing
Isaiah, chap ter 53, and he asked Philip to help him un -
der stand the text. Philip preached Je sus to him be gin -
ning with this Scrip ture. It might ap pear that there was
no rea son to men tion wa ter bap tism, for there is no rec -
ord of bap tism in Isaiah 53 nor was there any ex pec -
tancy of find ing wa ter in the des ert. Nev er the less as
Philip preached, the eunuch in ter rupted him and said,
“Look! Wa ter! What pre vents me from be ing bap tized?”
Upon the eunuch’s con fes sion of faith in Jesus Christ as 
the Son of God, Philip bap tized him. Al though Philip’s
mes sage cen tered on the vi cari ous death of Je sus, he
did not ne glect teach ing on wa ter bap tism, even though
it was not in the “cho sen text” and he had no knowl edge
of wa ter  be ing in the vi cin ity (Acts 8:26-38). Are we as
faith ful as Philip when we lead some one to Christ?

• The first apos tles did not go around preach ing wa ter
bap tism; they pro claimed the whole gos pel, the death,
bur ial, and res ur rec tion of Je sus (1 Cor in thi ans 1:17).
They moved in the author ity of the Lord Je sus Christ
when they preached the gos pel, cast out dev ils, or bap -
tized be liev ers. They obeyed the fol low ing Scrip ture:

And what ever you do in word or deed, do all in the

name of the Lord Je sus, giv ing thanks through Him to
God the Fa ther. (Co los sians 3:17)

All author ity in heaven and in earth has been given to
the Lord Je sus Christ (Mat thew 28:18). In ful fill ing
their com mis sion to preach the gos pel, the apos tles
were act ing un der His author ity. They never used His
name as a magic for mula to ac com plish things. They
used His name to point to the One whose author ity
would vali date their words and deeds.

Since both Mat thew 28:19 and Acts 2:38 have been
given by in spi ra tion of the Holy Spirit, they can not be
con tra dic tions. To be bap tized into the name of the Fa -
ther, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, means ex -
actly that; we are to be bap tized into one name that
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rep re sents all of the God head. “Fa ther” is a ti tle, not a
name; the same is true for “Son” and for “Holy Spirit.”
That is why the Fa ther chose the name for His only be -
got ten Son. “Je sus,” which is Joshua in He brew, lit er ally 
means “Je ho vah saves.” Thus, Je sus pos sessed the
name of His Fa ther.

...Holy Fa ther, keep them in the Thy name, the name
which Thou has given Me, that they may be one, even as
We are. (John 17:11)

As the Christ of God, Je sus was the only visi ble bod ily
mani fes ta tion of the Holy Spirit. All the full ness of De ity
dwells in Him in bod ily form (Co los sians 2:9).

Thus “the Lord Je sus Christ” is the one name that em -
braces the Fa ther, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. This is
why all early church proc la ma tions and deeds, in clud -
ing wa ter bap tism, were done in His name.

We rec og nize the won der ful prom ise of vic tory there is
for converts in the death and bur ial of Christ! For eve ry one,
but in par ticu lar, for those who are in the depths of sin, such
as ho mo sexu als or ad dicts to drugs, por nog ra phy, per ver -
sions, al co hol, to bacco, etc. The gos pel con tains not only the
prom ise of for give ness of sins, but also the cut ting away of
such ad dic tive bond ages in our car nal na ture by the Holy
Spirit in the wa ters of bap tism. All by re pen tance and faith!
The gos pel is truly suf fi cient for all of our needs; we can live in 
vic tory over sin!

The Res ur rec tion of Christ

The death and bur ial of Je sus in the gos pel involved His 
hu man ity; His res ur rec tion re vealed His deity.

Hav ing been spiri tu ally born into God’s fam ily, the gos -
pel prom ise of His res ur rec tion is the prom ise of power in the 
Holy Spirit to serve the Lord and to spiri tu ally grow into His
like ness. We iden tify with His res ur rec tion by be ing bap tized
in the Holy Spirit (Acts 1:8; 2:38; 10:44-48; 19:1-6). It is a
valid ex pec ta tion to see be liev ers filled with the Holy Spirit
when they come up out of the wa ters of bap tism.
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There would be no re sults in evan gel ism if the Holy
Spirit did not en dorse the gos pel mes sage in power to vali -
date the grace, mercy and love of God. Power is nec es sary to
con front and over come the de cep tion and power of Sa tan’s
forces of dark ness. God con firmed the gos pel preached by
the early church through signs and mira cles (Mark
16:17-20).

Je sus was not only the last Adam, He was also the first-
 born from the dead; the first of a new race of be ings of which
He is the Head. Scrip ture speak of this peo ple as “the body of
Christ” or the church. It is the col lec tive spiri tual re la tion ship 
of all those in un ion with Christ; this is where each be liever
finds his iden tity and place of serv ice. All fruit, all gifts, and
all min is try come from the Holy Spirit. There is a unique de -
posit of His spiri tual life within each one of us that de ter -

mines our call in His body. He is to be cen ter fo cus in all
things! This or gan ism of spiri tual life is not based on re lig -
ious or gani za tion. It is sim ply the life un ion that each be liever
has with Christ, and thereby with one an other, to be come a
liv ing body un der His head ship. The res ur rec tion of Je sus is

an open door into all the prom ises of our fu ture spiri tual life
in Christ!

Shadows of the Gospel

The Old Tes ta ment con tains shad ows of the New Tes ta -
ment gos pel. Abra ham was de clared to be right eous by God
solely on the ba sis of his faith. By this he be came the fa ther of
all who would sub se quently have right eous ness reck oned to
them on the ba sis of faith alone. How ever, Abra ham was re -
quired to take upon him self the sign of physi cal cir cum ci sion
as a seal of his right eous ness (Ro mans 4:3-11). This spoke of
physi cal clean li ness. It was a shadow of the New Tes ta ment,
where spiri tual cir cum ci sion re placed physi cal cir cum ci sion
as the seal, or sign, of those who have right eous ness reck -
oned to them by faith. This seal is not sim ply the act of bap -
tism, but the life of spiri tual cleanliness that fol lows those
who have be lieved and been bap tized.
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For he is not a Jew who is one out wardly; nei ther is cir -
cum ci sion that which is out ward in the flesh. But he is a

Jew who is one in wardly; and cir cum ci sion is that

which is of the heart, by the Spirit....(Ro mans 2:28-29)

The goal of the gos pel is to bring the right eous ness of
God into the lives of those whose sins have been for given!

The three parts of the Lord’s sac ri fice, rep re sented by
blood, wa ter, and Spirit, re flect God’s wit ness of His Son.

For there are three that bear wit ness, the Spirit and the

wa ter and the blood; and the three are in agree ment. If
we re ceive the wit ness of men, the wit ness of God is
greater; for the wit ness of God is this, that He has borne
wit ness con cern ing His Son. (1 John 5:8-9)

The fore type of this wit ness is seen in the Exo dus of Is -
rael out of Egypt. The blood of the Passo ver lamb was placed
over the door posts of their houses to keep the peo ple from
de struc tion by the Lord when the death angel passed over
Egypt in judg ment (Exo dus 12:21-29). The Egyp tians who
pur sued the Is ra el ites as they fled, were swal lowed up in the
wa ters of the Red Sea. Wa ter de stroyed their tor men tors,
just as blood had pre served their lives. When they passed
through the wa ters, the an gel of God in a pil lar of cloud and
fire went be fore them to lead them to ward the prom ised land. 
This was a work of the Spirit of God (Exo dus 14:19-31).
Blood, wa ter, and Spirit!

Con clu sion

The gos pel is the power of God!

For I am not ashamed of the gos pel, for it is the power

of God for sal va tion to eve ry one who be lieves....(Ro mans 
1:16)

For the word of the cross is to those who are per ish ing

fool ish ness, but to us who are be ing saved it is the power 

of God. (1 Cor in thi ans 1:18)

The great est power in the uni verse is the love of God,
which means that the gos pel must be pre sented through
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words and deeds that ex press the love, mercy, and com pas -
sion of God. He con firms His gos pel of sal va tion through
mira cles of heal ing and de liv er ance as cap tives are set free
from Sa tan’s power.

The gos pel is also God’s light of truth that ex poses the
dark ness of sin. This means that it is more than ra tional
words of per sua sion; it also car ries the con vict ing power of
the Holy Spirit to ex pose sin for what it is. The evi dence of sal -
va tion is more than de ci sions be ing made for Christ; it is seen 
when the power of the Holy Spirit sets cap tives free from the
bond age and depths of sin into the glo ri ous free dom of God’s
right eous ness! Our con tem po rary na tional at mos phere of re -
lig ious tol er ance has weak ened our con vic tion of right eous
ab so lutes; as a na tion, we have be gun to call dark ness light,
and light dark ness. The gos pel will ex pose such her esy!

The pri mary em pha sis of the gos pel is Je sus, Him self;
who He is and what He has done. The gos pel is called “the
gos pel of the glory of Christ” (2 Cor in thi ans 4:4). When He is
ex alted and lifted up, men will be drawn to Him! Scrip ture
makes it clear that the gos pel is one com pos ite mes sage of
three fun da men tal truths con cern ing the Lord Je sus: His
death, His bur ial, and His res ur rec tion. To re move, or to
mini mize, any of these truths is to weaken the power of the
gos pel. The fol low ing are ex am ples where this is of ten true in
Chris tian cir cles to day.

• The gos pel can be preached with out a bur den of com -
pas sion or mercy for the lost. It be comes an im per sonal 
mes sage where one’s mind, but not his heart, is in -
volved. This can lead to a “wa tered down,” user- friendly
gos pel of “just be lieve in Je sus.” Re pen tance and a call
to change is not em pha sized. As a re sult, lit tle change
may be seen in the lives of some who make de ci sions
un der such con di tions, sug gest ing the pos si bil ity of
“false con ver sions.”

• When in di vidu als come to Christ with great per sonal
bond ages from de praved life styles, too of ten they are
pre sented with coun sel ing in Chris tian psy chol ogy in -
stead of the de liv er ing power of the gos pel of Christ.
They need to hear the prom ise of vic tory over sin that
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can be come theirs through faith in the work of the Holy
Spirit in the wa ters of bap tism. This par ticu lar truth is
greatly needed to day be cause of the depths of de prav ity
that is in the world.

• The truths of wa ter bap tism and full ness of the Holy
Spirit are of ten not pre sented im me di ately fol low ing the 
truth of for give ness of sins. As a re sult, many con verts
be gin their new lives with out all of the pro vi sions that
Christ died to give them.

These are ar eas where res to ra tion in the min is try of the
gos pel is needed to day. How ever, the great est need is more
than un der stand ing the death, bur ial, and res ur rec tion of Je -
sus, it is to pro claim these truths from hearts filled with love
and mercy for the lost. I, per son ally, have had to re pent more
than once in this area, and to seek God for a greater bur den
of com pas sion for those to whom I preach. No mat ter how
deep in sin men may be, the pur pose of God in His gos pel is to 
bring them into a re la tion ship with Him self where they walk
in to tal vic tory over sin. That is the good news.

(Un less oth er wise noted, all Scrip tures are taken
from the N.A.S. Bi ble.)


