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Introduction

The Bi ble is God’s story of how He will reign over the earth and fill it with
His glory. God cre ated the in visi ble world, and is King over this do main, which He 
calls the King dom of Heaven. He also cre ated the visi ble world, speak ing it into
ex is tence by the words of His mouth. Be cause He cre ated it, God is also King over
the earth (Psalm 47).

How ever, God has pur posed that man will man age the earth and its re -
sources for Him. For that rea son, man was cre ated in His like ness and given
author ity to gov ern the earth (Gene sis 1:26-28). When Adam sinned, he vio lated
and lost his God- given author ity to rule.

The story of sal va tion is God’s plan to re deem man from his lost state, and
to equip him through the Holy Spirit to again man age the earth un der His lord ship
(He brews 2:5-8; Psalm 115:16). This is ac com plished through the death, bur ial
and res ur rec tion of God’s Son, the Lord Je sus Christ. Eve ry thing is to be summed
up in Him, in an ad mini stra tion that will be suit able for the ful ness of the times
(Ephe si ans 1:10). All ene mies will be brought un der His feet, so that the king dom
of this world will be come the king dom of our Lord and of His Christ (Reve la tion
11:15-18; 1 Cor in thi ans 15:24-26). The king dom of God will then in clude all of
the physi cal world as well as the king dom of heaven.

Is rael and the King dom

God’s plan to bring His king dom on earth be gan with a per son and a peo -
ple. The king dom must first be seen in a na tion be fore it will change the world.
God chose Abra ham and en tered into cove nant with him and his de scen dants, Is -
rael, to be gin build ing His king dom.

Al though Is rael was taught to obey God, she did not sub mit to Him as King. 
She asked God for an earthly king to rule over her, as other na tions did (Psalm
103:119; 145:10-13; 1 Sam uel 8:4-8). God gave them an earthly king, one who did 
not honor Him.

In time, God sent Is rael their true King, His Son, the prom ised seed of
Abra ham. The Lord Je sus Christ came into the world as a di vine pref ace to the
king dom of God. He was not elected or ap pointed king; He was born King! Even
some wise men rec og nized that He was born King of the Jews (Mat thew 2:2).
How ever, He is more than that; He was born to be King of His Fa ther’s king dom.

When He grew up and be gan His min is try, He taught and dem on strated the
king dom of God, not as a re lig ion, but as a spiri tual re la tion ship with His Fa ther
(Luke 4:43). His words and deeds clearly dis tin guished king dom truths from re lig -

1



ious tra di tions taught by the priests. He em pha sized that His Fa ther’s king dom ex -
isted wher ever His will is ex clu sively done.

When Is rael re jected the Lord Je sus as their King, they also, as a peo ple, re -
jected the king dom He was of fer ing to them.

There fore I say to you, the king dom of God will be taken away from
you and given to a peo ple pro duc ing the fruit of it. (Mat thew 21:43)

Through Is rael’s re jec tion, en trance into God’s king dom has been ex tended 
to any per son, Jew or Gen tile, who sin cerely ac cepts Je sus as their per sonal Sav ior
and Lord. God’s king dom on earth has no na tional bounda ries for it will in clude
the en tire earth in time. How ever, it must first be mani fest in a per son and in a peo -
ple. The Lord Je sus is that Per son, the peo ple are His body, the church, and the
church age is the time of tran si tion in which the king dom of God will come to earth.

The Church and the King dom

The church is made up of all per sons who have been born from above by
the Spirit of God. One can not see or en ter the king dom of God apart from the new
birth (John 3:3, 5). God chooses the citi zens of His king dom by spiri tual re birth;
they are His sons!!

The body of Christ is the spiri tual or gan ism in which born again be liev ers
mature, build re la tion ships, learn the will of God, ful fill their call in God, and so,
learn to rule on earth with Christ. Much of their prepa ra tion is learn ing to em brace
truths of God’s king dom; the most im por tant one is that the King, Him self, through 
the Holy Spirit lives in the heart of each of His chil dren. The fol low ing are seven
other sup port ing truths:

1. King dom Author ity

The most im por tant re al ity of Je sus’ author ity as King is when in di vid ual
be liev ers are sub ject to the lord ship of Christ, and lo cal churches are sub ject to His
head ship.

Un til Christ re turns, He ex pects His peo ple to be sub ject to those whom He
has dele gated author ity in so ci ety and given spiri tual author ity in the church.

Sub mit your selves for the Lord’s sake to every hu man in sti tu tion,
whether to a king as the one in author ity or to gov er nors . . . ; Ser -
vants be sub mis sive to your mas ters . . . . (1 Pe ter 2:14, 15, 18)

Obey your lead ers and sub mit to them for they keep watch over your
souls . . . . (He brews 13:17)

Wives, be sub ject to your hus bands, as is fit ting in the Lord. (Co los -
sians 3:18)

God has given His chil dren author ity over the powers of dark ness in the
world (Luke 9:1).
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I will give you the keys of the king dom of heaven; and what ever you
bind on earth shall have been bound in heaven, and what ever you
loose on earth shall have been loosed in heaven. (Mat thew 16:19)

2. King dom Or der

Di vine or der, an expression of king dom life, ex ists wher ever the will of
God is done. Dis or der ex ists when ever jeal ousy and self ish am bi tion reb els against 
the author ity and will of God (James 3:16). Sub mis sion, hu mil ity and obe di ence
are essential king dom vir tues.

Who ever then hum bles him self as this child, he is great est in the
king dom of heaven. (Mat thew 18:4)

Blessed are the meek (hum ble), for they shall in herit the earth. (Mat -
thew 5;5)

And be sub ject to one an other in the fear of God. (Ephe si ans 5:21)

3. King dom Power

The king dom of God is not based on ver bal con cepts or or gani za tion. It is
based upon the power of the Holy Spirit, and it can not be shaken (He brews 12:28).

For the king dom of God does not con sist in words but in power (1
Cor in thi ans 4:20)

The prom ise to every be liever is:

. . . you shall re ceive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; 
and you shall be My wit nesses . . . . (Acts 1:8)

King dom power is ex pressed in the church by the gifts and min is tries of the 
Holy Spirit.

4. King dom Right eous ness

For the king dom of God is not eat ing or drink ing, but right eous ness
and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit. (Ro mans 14:17)

Right eous ness in God’s king dom is not de fined by laws that gov ern con -
duct such as what can be eaten or drunk, what days must be ob served, etc. It is
based on the char ac ter or glory of God Him self. We are to be con formed into His
like ness. The Lord de scribed His glory to Moses in terms of the fol low ing seven
vir tues: com pas sion, gra cious ness, slow ness to an ger, ful ness of mercy, ful ness of
truth, will ing ness to for give sin and one who min is ters jus tice (Exo dus 33:18-19;
34:6-7). God’s glory will fill the earth when His king dom is fully es tab lished here
(Psalm 72:19). The glory of God is the only valid ba sis of unity be tween mem bers
of the body of Christ as they pro claim the king dom mes sage.

The glory which You have given Me I have given to them, that they
may be one, just as We are One; I in them and You in Me, that they
may be per fected in unity, so that the world may know that You sent
Me . . . . (John 17:22-23)

3



The king dom is al ways visi ble when the right eous ness of God gov erns the
lives of His peo ple (Mat thew 6:33).

5. The Gos pel of the King dom

The only mis sion that God has given to the church is to pro claim and live
the gos pel of His king dom; a gos pel of the death, bur ial and res ur rec tion of the
Lord Je sus Christ preached in the tongue of every na tion.

Go there fore and make dis ci ples of all the na tions . . . . (Mat thew
28:18)

This gos pel of the king dom shall be preached in the whole world as
a tes ti mony to all the na tions, and then the end shall come. (Mat thew 
24:14)

The gos pel of the king dom is more than a per sua sive ar gu ment of words; it
is a mes sage that ex alts the Lord Je sus from be liev ers whose lives dem on strate the
right eous ness and power of God. These be liev ers are not a re lig ious or gani za tion
with an agenda; they are a spiri tual or gan ism whose sub mis sion to the head ship of
Christ is a tes ti mony of the king dom that they pro claim.

6. King dom Prayer

Prayer is an es sen tial dy namic of king dom life, es pe cially in seeking the
will of God. Je sus taught His dis ci ples that their pray ers, which ad dress all of their
var ied needs, should be gin and close with a ref er ence to God’s king dom (Mat thew
6:9-13).

. . . our Fa ther who is in heaven, hal lowed be Your name. Your king -
dom come. Your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

. . . for Yours is the king dom and the power and the glory for ever.
Amen

This coun sel serves to pre vent be liev ers from over fo cus ing on their per -
sonal needs above the needs of the king dom. When we put God’s con cerns first in
our pray ers, our needs will be quickly met. (This prin ci ple is also true in fi nan cial
stewardship, where our first ob li ga tion is to give the tithe to God.)

7. King dom Growth

. . . the king dom of heaven is like leaven, which a woman took and
hid in three pecks of flower un til it was all leav ened. (Mat thew
13:33)

Like leaven in flour, the king dom of heaven grows by per son to per son
evan gel ism.

. . . the king dom of heaven is like a mus tard seed, which a man took
and sowed in his field; and this is smaller than all other seeds, but
when it is full grown, it is larger than the gar den plants and be comes 
a tree . . . . (Mat thew 13:31-32)
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The mus tard seed rep re sents the be gin ning of God’s king dom on earth,
when Christ sub mit ted to His Fa ther’s will by giv ing up His life on the cross. The
mus tard tree rep re sents the truth that God’s king dom will one day fill the earth.

Possessing the Kingdom

The prophet Dan iel prophe sied of the day when God’s king dom would fill
the earth (Dan iel 4:44-45). This will take place when the Lord Je sus re turns in
glory (Dan iel 7:13-14). At this time, the saints of God will pos sess their in heri -
tance in His king dom.

But the saints of the High est One will re ceive the king dom and pos -
sess the king dom for ever, for all ages to come . . . . And the time ar -
rived when the saints took pos ses sion of the king dom . . . . Then the
sov er eignty, the do min ion and the great ness of all the king doms un -
der the whole heaven will be given to the peo ple of the saints of the
High est One; His king dom will be an ev er last ing king dom and all
the do min ions will serve and obey Him. (Dan iel 7:18, 22, 27)

The words of Dan iel also re veal that the king dom of God will be es tab -
lished af ter a time of great per se cu tion and tribu la tion be cause of the man of law -
less ness (Dan iel 7:19-26). Paul, the apos tle, con firms Dan iel’s proph ecy, teach ing
that the church must go through much tribu la tion to en ter the king dom of God
(Acts 14:22).

Tribu la tion is a con se quence of God’s spiri tual war fare through the church
against all forces in re bel lion against His will. This re bel lion be gan in heaven
when Lu ci fer sought to ex alt him self above the sphere in which God had placed
him. Thus, the war fare is spiri tual in na ture.

For our strug gle is not against flesh and blood, but against rul ers,
against the pow ers, against the world forces of this dark ness,
against the spiri tual forces of wick ed ness in the heav enly places.
(Ephe si ans 6:12)

An es sen tial phase of the end- time war fare will be the ejec tion of Sa tan and
his an gels from their place in the at mos pheric heaven. He will no longer be prince
of the power of the air (Ephe si ans 2:2). The spirit of law less ness that has re strained 
be liev ers through ac cu sa tion, con dem na tion, de pres sion, etc., over the cen tu ries,
will be cast down to earth (Dan iel 12:1; Reve la tion 12:7-9). The heav ens will then
be open over the church and there will be great signs and won ders.

Be ing cast down to earth, Sa tan will mani fest him self in the man of sin.
This will bring a cli max of per se cu tion and mar tyr dom (Reve la tion 12:11-12; 2
Thes sa lo ni ans 2:3-5). But the church will over come. In deed, it will be a time of
spiri tual res to ra tion (Acts 3:20-21). God’s peo ple will seek His face in re pen tance,
and tribu la tion will unite be liev ers. The fire of per se cu tion and suffering will pu -
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rify and bring glory to the church (Ro mans 8:7-18; 2 Cor in thi ans 4:17; 1 Pe ter
5:12-13; 1 Pe ter 5:8-10).

Many will be purged, pu ri fied and re fined, but the wicked will act
wick edly, and none of the wicked will un der stand, but those who
have in sight will un der stand. (Dan iel 12:10)

The Lord has made eve ry thing for its (His) pur pose, even the wicked
for the day of evil. (Prov erbs 16:4)

God is go ing to shake eve ry thing that can be shaken in both heaven and
earth, so that only what He has built will re main (He brews 12:25-29). This will in -
clude the re moval of tares from His king dom, as well as any thing that His peo ple
have built in His name out of their own strength and imagi na tion (Mat thew
13:36-43). The min is try of an gels will be come com mon. This pe riod of time will
see a great fi nal har vest of souls as God’s glory rises upon the church (Isaiah
60:1-7). Many shall come to faith in Christ from Is lamic na tions; and Is rael shall
be saved. There will also be an anoint ing upon the youth as the Lord raises up His
mighty army (Psalm 110:1-3).

The one cli mac tic event that brings the king dom of God to earth is the re -
turn of Christ to gather His church to Himself. Tribu la tion is then ended and judg -
ment be gins!

But im me di ately af ter the tribu la tion of those days the sun will be
dark ened, and the moon will not give its light,and the stars will fall
from the sky, and the pow ers of the heav ens will be shaken. And then
the sign of the Son of Man will ap pear in the sky, and then all the
tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see the Son of Man com -
ing on the clouds of the sky with power and great glory. And He will
send forth His an gels with a great trum pet and they will gather to -
gether His elect from the four winds, from one end of the sky to the
other. (Mat thew 24:29-31)

We be come heirs of the king dom once we are born again, but we can not in -
herit our place in the king dom while we are still in our flesh (Mat thew 25:31-34).
Res ur rec tion is the an swer.

Now I say this, breth ren, that flesh and blood can not in herit the
king dom of God; nor does the per ish able in herit the im per ish able.
(1 Cor in thi ans 15:50)

The Lord’s re turn will bring about God’s fi nal judg ment against re bel lion.
It is also the time when He will give re wards to His peo ple; re wards that in clude
author ity for some to reign with Him (Reve la tion 5:9-10; 20:4; 22:42).

. . . for if we died with Him, we will also live with Him. If we en dure,
we will also reign with Him .  . . . (2 Timo thy 2:11-12)
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Crea tion ea gerly awaits this plac ing of God’s sons to reign with Christ.

For the anx ious long ing of the crea tion waits ea gerly for the re veal -
ing of the sons of God. (Ro mans 8:19)

Conclusions

There are two im por tant con clu sions from our study on the king dom of
God.

1. When be liev ers dis cuss the end- times, it gen er ally be comes a de bate of vari ous
sce nar ios concerning the mil len nium. Such con ten tion is not prof it able, since
when Christ re turns we will all know His mind on what lies ahead. This should not
be our em pha sis to day.

2. How ever, it is vi tally im por tant to un der stand the events that will lead to His re -
turn. This is what we are to pre pare our hearts for. The church that will be ready for
her Lord’s re turn will have been built on the truths of His king dom. She will have
pre pared her self for the tribu la tion and per se cu tion that will surely come from de -
monic ene mies such as Is lamic ter ror ism. She will over come Sa tan and the man of
law less ness through the blood of the Lamb and the word of her tes ti mony (Reve la -
tion 7:14; 12:11). Though many will fall away from the faith, the great est re vival
and har vest of souls ever seen will crown the church. A re stored, res ur rected
church will pos sess the king dom!
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