
This Day of Visitation

We are liv ing in ex cit ing times! The Spirit of God is be gin ning to
emerge like a swel ling wave from an ocean of di vine en ergy and love; a
wave of re vival des tined to sweep over all na tions on earth. The cli max of
the ages is upon us. I be lieve that the Feast of Tab er na cles is about to be ful -
filled in a great har vest that will close this age (Matthew 13:24-43).

The fu ture will be un like the his tori cal past. Prepa ra tion for to mor -
row does not lie in strate gies and vi sions of yes ter day. The Lord has prom -
ised to shake all that can be shaken, whether it is in the heav ens, on earth, or 
in the church. He will raise up His body as a mighty army, united un der
Him, to gather in the har vest. All dy nam ics must flow out of the anoint ing
of Him who is head over all in the church.

The gos pel of the king dom will be preached in the power and love of 
God as a wit ness to all na tions (Matthew 24:14). Every mem ber of His
body has a place of serv ice. The Lord will anoint chil dren, women, men,
young and old, for every mem ber will be needed to gather in the great har -
vest. God’s grace will fly as a great ban ner over His army.

How ever, there will be much op po si tion! The era of har vest, a time
when God’s glory rises upon the church, will also be a time of great de cep -
tion and dark ness in the world (Isaiah 60:1-7). Law less ness, he don ism, and 
New Age glo ri fi ca tion of self- love high light the thrust of this dark ness.
Our vic tory lies in the mes sage and way of the cross: a way of hu mil ity,
sub mis sion, ac count abil ity, and self- denial; quali ties that mark the or der
of God’s King dom.



The Sin of Disorder

To prop erly un der stand what God’s or der means in a Chris tian life,
we will first ask the ques tion, “What is dis or der?” The fol low ing scrip ture
pro vides an an swer:

For where jeal ousy and self ish am bi tion ex ist, there is dis or der...
(James 3:16).

If one ex alts him self to a higher place than in tended by the Lord, that 
is dis or der. If one seeks to fill a po si tion be long ing to some one else, that is
also dis or der. If I ref use to walk un der the author ity that God has placed
over me, that too is dis or der. Spiri tual re bel lion, elit ism, domi na tion, ma -
nipu la tion, and ex ploi ta tion of the vul ner able all ex press dis or der. Dis or der 
is any thing con trary to the ar range ment of author ity in tended by God,
whether in so cial, fam ily, or church spheres of re la tion ship.

God’s or der does not re sult from edicts and laws, rather, it comes
from obe di ent re sponses to God’s lav ish out pour ing of grace, mercy, and
love. Di vine or der can not be sepa rated from God’s love, which is the
strong est force in the world. It is easy to sub mit to love!

When God cre ated the first an gelic be ings, they were placed un der
an author ity cov er ing of the anointed cherub, Lu ci fer (Ezekiel 28:14). That 
was a pic ture of di vine or der. The first sin, and the fa ther of all sub se quent
sin, was re bel lion. When Lu ci fer sought to ex alt him self to a higher po si -
tion, even to be equal with God Him self, he in tro duced dis or der into the
uni verse.

We see a simi lar pic ture in the early his tory of man kind from the fol -
low ing ob ser va tions (Genesis 1-3).

1. Adam was cre ated, be ing made in the like ness of God by the spirit
breathed into him.

2. Adam was charged to popu late and rule over the earth, ex er cis ing
the author ity of God as its lord or over seer.

3. Since Adam was un able to ful fill this role alone, God put him to
sleep, took one of his ribs, and made woman as a suit able helper for
him. She com pleted Adam. The Lord did not breathe life into her,
since she re ceived the life of God from Adam. God did not com mis -
sion her sepa rately, for she re ceived His charge, be ing in Adam
when he was com mis sioned by God. Their crea tion and re la tion ship
pic tures God’s or der for Chris tian mar riage. A wife has a vi tal and
com ple men tary role to play in the min is try and call ing of God for
her hus band. He will not be com plete with out his wife. Her call and
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ful fill ment are in ter twined with his. God calls them through mar -
riage to be come one in serv ing Him; a unity based on true love and
self- sacrifice from both par ties. Even though their graces and
anoint ings may be dif fer ent, they are equal in worth. It is so im por -
tant that young peo ple do not marry in haste, but wait for the one
God has cho sen for them.

4. Sin and dis or der came into the earth through two acts. First, Eve
lis tened to Sa tan and was de ceived into dis obey ing God with out
seek ing her hus band’s coun sel. Sec ondly, Adam acted in di rect dis -
obe di ence to the com mand not to eat of the for bid den fruit. Al -
though both acted in re bel lion to God, it was Adam who God held
re spon si ble (Romans 5:12). To Eve, God said, “...and he (Adam)
shall rule over you.” (Genesis 3:16). This was a state ment of di vine
or der.

Al though sin has in creased in the earth since our fore par ents’ first
sin, there have been many oc ca sions of re vival where mul ti tudes were
saved. These usu ally took place in times of great sin and apos tasy; not un -
like to day.

In re cent years, there has been a shift in the heav ens, one that is
bring ing great an tici pa tion of the Lord re new ing His church. As He re -
stores unity, and His right ful place as head over His body, the Lord will
move to gather in a fi nal har vest of souls.

Kingdom Order

The es sence of sal va tion is a vol un tary re turn, through re pen tance
and faith in Christ, to a place of per sonal sub mis sion to and re la tion ship
with God. His king dom will even tu ally fill the earth. This won der ful state
of be ing be gins with the church, and comes to full ness when she makes
her self ready for Christ as His bride (Ephesians 5:27; Revelation 19:7-8).

The final order of God’s king dom is pic tured for us by the fol low ing
scrip ture:

Then comes the end, when He (Je sus) de liv ers up the king dom to the
God and Fa ther, when He has abol ished all rule and all author ity
and all power. For He must reign un til He has put all His ene mies
un der His feet. The last en emy that will be abol ished is death. For
He has put all things in sub jec tion un der His feet. But when He
says, “all things are put in sub jec tion,” it is evi dent that He is ex -
cepted who put all things in sub jec tion to Him. And when all things
are sub jected to Him, then the Son Him self also will be sub jected
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to the One who sub jected all things to Him, that God may be all in
all. (1 Corinthians 15:24-28).

A key word in this text is the word “sub jec tion,” which is trans lated
from the Greek word, HUPOTASSO; HUPO mean ing “un der,” and
TASSO mean ing “to ar range, or draw up in or der.” All things are des tined
to come un der the feet of our Lord Je sus Christ as this age draws to a close.
He is build ing be liev ers to gether into a peo ple who will re flect the or der of
His king dom; eve ry one set in ar ray un der the will of our heav enly Fa ther!

How ever, to day we live in a pe riod of tran si tion as the Lord moves
in re newal and re vival power to free us from the spirit of re bel lion, which is 
so per va sive in the world. Our need is very great! Be cause we are de scen -
dants of Adam, in the depth of our hu man na ture, we would all be reb els
apart from God’s mercy and grace. In all like li hood the Lord’s great est en -
emy is our self- centered wills!

Sa tan, know ing that his time is short, has a strat egy of de cep tion in
which the spirit of Jeze bel has been placed over our na tion to de stroy fam -
ily life and chil dren of this gen era tion. Weak fami lies mean a weak church;
chil dren raised with out know ing the love and or der of a godly home! Sa tan
seeks to per vert the roles of men and women, of hus bands and wives, by re -
mov ing male lead er ship in mar riage and godly fa ther hood from fami lies.
De monic spir its are be hind abor tion, ho mo sexu al ity, di vorce, por nog ra -
phy, New Age phi loso phy, law less ness, as well as spouse and child abuse.
The voice of the me dia cries out for gay rights, hu man rights, mi nor ity
rights, women’s rights, etc. We are ex horted to rebel, to as sert our rights,
love our selves, and seek for free dom of choice in what we do. Self is to
reign.

In con trast, the Lord calls us to sub mit our selves to one an other in
the fear of Christ. His love and for give ness brings us back into a re la tion -
ship of life with Him. How ever, once saved, we must per son ally em brace
His lord ship in or der to bring His head ship into our fam ily and church
lives.

The fol low ing scrip ture is a foun da tion stone of truth by which this
can be ac com plished:

But I want you to un der stand that Christ is the head of every man,
and man is the head of woman, and God is the head of Christ. (1
Corinthians 11:3).

If we ac cept as truth that God is the head of Christ, then we must also 
ac cept as truth that Christ is the head of man and (at least un til the res ur rec -
tion) man is the head of woman. The word “head” (KEPHALE in Greek)
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im plies source and meta phori cally de notes author ity; how ever, it does not
im ply an over bear ing domi na tion, con trol that ma nipu lates, de means, or
puts down an other.  Rather, it points to author ity that flows out of true love
which, when re sponded to by sub mis sion, brings glory and honor to one
with author ity.  Such sub mis sion re flects the or der of God.

For ex am ple, God is the head of Christ, who is the ra di ance of His
Fa ther’s glory. He is the ex act rep re sen ta tion of His na ture; the im age of the 
in visi ble God (Hebrews 1:3, Colossians 1:15). All that He is or does brings
glory to His fa ther.

Christ is the head of every man. Be cause He cre ated man by His
Spirit and in His im age, man is de clared to be the glory of Christ. Later,
Christ cre ated woman in His im age, and be cause she was made out of man
and for man, she is the glory of man (1 Corinthians  3:7-12). Thus, al though 
man and woman are of equal worth, they are de pend ent on each other and
have dif fer ent func tions in their mar riage and fam ily re la tion ship. The
over see ing nour ish ing love of a hus band for his wife is to re flect Christ and 
the church.  God’s or dained dis tinc tion be tween men and women is what
Sa tan seeks to per vert. One of the de cep tive over tures he uses to achieve
this is the New Age theme of God be ing femi nine.  Both fami lies and the
church are to re flect God in their head ship and God is our Fa ther, not our
Mother; He is our King, not our Queen!

Building Order Into Our Lives

Di vine or der ex ists wher ever Je sus reigns.  It is not a ques tion of
spe cial reve la tion or meth ods; the is sue is sim ply our heart re sponse of
obe di ence to the love and for give ness of God, not once or twice, but in an
on go ing life style.  The fol low ing scrip tures il lu mi nate vari ous lev els of
com mit ment that we face in liv ing such a life style.

In Society

How our com mu ni ties see us seven days a week de ter mines how
well they may lis ten to our tes ti mony.  Do our lives re flect the fol low ing or -
der of God?

Sub mit your selves for the Lord’s sake to every hu man in sti tu tion...
(1 Peter 2:13)      

Re mind them to be sub ject to rul ers and authori ties, to be obe di ent,
to be ready in every good work; to speak evil of no one, not quar rel -
some, but for bear ing, hav ing dis played all meek ness to all men.
(Ti tus 3:1-2; INT. BIBLE)
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Sub mis sive to worldly author ity, known for deeds of char ity, for
gra cious, up lift ing words, for for bear ance and meek ness; lights of the
king dom in the world’s dark ness!

In Marriage

Hus bands who domi nate or ma nipu late their wives in or der to con -
trol them do not re flect God’s or der.  A hus band who en cour ages his wife,
who loves her enough to lay down his life for her, will prompt a re sponse to 
his head ship that brings glory to him.

Hus bands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and
gave Him self up for her... So hus bands ought to love their own wives 
as their own bod ies.... (Ephesians 5:25, 28)

Wives, be sub ject to your hus bands, as is fit ting in the Lord.  Hus -
bands, love your wives and do not be em bit tered against them. (Co -
lo ssi ans 3:18, 19)

In the same way, you wives, be sub mis sive to your own hus bands...
let it be the hid den per son of the heart, with the im per ish able qual ity
of a gen tle and quiet spirit, which is pre cious in the sight of God.
For in this way, in former times the holy women also, who hoped in
God, used to adorn them selves, be ing sub mis sive to their own hus -
bands... You hus bands, like wise, live with your wife in an un der -
stand ing way, as with a weaker ves sel, since she is a woman; and
grant her honor as a fel low heir of the grace of life, so that your
pray ers may not be hin dered. (1 Peter 3:1, 4, 5, 7)

God is against any male chau vin ist spirit.  Wives will be a glory to
hus bands who, out of love, en cour age them and nur ture their place of min -
is try; who seek their wives’ ful fill ment in the things of God, and who read -
ily re ceive all that God has given to their wives for them.  He has be gun to
ad dress weak nesses in this area in a mar vel ous way through min is try of the
Prom ise Keep ers.

In Church 

The Lord’s anoint ing for min is try can rest upon any mem ber of His
body: chil dren, sin gle sis ters, mar ried women, men, the young or old.
Gifts of the Holy Spirit are not re stricted to a se lect few.  In His sov er eignty, 
God moves as He pleases.  For this rea son, it is im por tant for church lead -
ers to rec og nize that their pri mary role is to equip each mem ber for his (or
her) place of serv ice (Ephesians 4:11-16).  By teach ing — and the ex am ple
they set — they will seek to build the in ter per sonal re la tion ships and char -
ac ter traits that per mit and en cour age the min is try of each mem ber
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(Romans 12:3-8; 1 Corinthians 12, 13, 14:26).  In this way, a lo cal church
re flects the or der of Christ’s head ship.

True over se ers will shep herd the flock, feed ing and equip ping them
be cause they love Je sus, not be cause of any re ward they may re ceive (John
10:11-13; 21:15-17).  They will not domi nate or lord it over the sheep, but
will build them in re la tion ship to the Lord, and to one an other, so that
Christ is func tion ally head over the as sem bly.

All of the early apos tles, like their Lord, saw them selves as bond ser -
vants.  Over se ers (elders) are to have the same heart at ti tude, be ing will ing
to lay down their lives in shep herd ing the sheep (Matthew 20:25-28;
Philippians 2:5-8).

They are also men of ma tur ity who are held in es teem; men who rule
their house holds well (Ti tus 1:5-9).

...an over seer, then, must be above re proach, the hus band of one
wife, tem per ate, pru dent, re spect able, hos pi ta ble, able to teach, not
ad dicted to wine or pug na cious, but gen tle, un con ten tious, free from 
the love of money.  He must be one who man ages his own house hold
well, keep ing his chil dren un der con trol with all dig nity... and not a
new con vert, lest he be come con ceited and fall into the con dem na -
tion in curred by the devil.  And he must have a good repu ta tion with
those out side the church, so that he may not fall into re proach and
the snare of the devil. (1 Timothy 3:2-7)

Women played a sig nifi cant role in min is try and sup port of the first
apos tles (Romans 16:1-7).  How ever, over sight of the early churches be -
longed only to quali fied men.

But I do not al low a woman to... ex er cise author ity over a man... (1
Timothy 2:12).

Since all be liev ers, in clud ing lead ers, are un der over sight, the fol -
low ing scrip ture ex presses the or der of God:

Obey your lead ers, and sub mit to them, for they keep watch over
your souls... (Hebrews 13:17).

It takes hu mil ity and hon esty for a leader to rec og nize that he alone
does not have suf fi cient grace to prop erly equip and care for all the sheep.
All five min is tries listed in Ephesians 4:11 are re quired to equip the saints.
Apos tles, sup ported by proph ets, will en sure that the foun da tion of the as -
sem bly is sound (1 Corinthians 3:10; Ephesians 2:20-22).  Di ver sity in
sub mis sion, where there is mu tual ac count abil ity, is es sen tial for suc cess -
ful team min is try and plu ral lead er ship.  Lone rang ers need not ap ply!
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In sum mary, godly over sight re quires more than an anoint ing to
min is ter the word of God.  It re quires vi sion and grace to es tab lish be liev -
ers in Christ as a spiri tual or gan ism rather than an in sti tu tion; a body where
the love of God binds mem bers to gether in unity of spirit — a unity es sen -
tial for the har vest ahead (John 17:21-23).

Conclusion

Hu mil ity and sub mis sion in re sponse to God’s love are ex pres sions
of di vine or der; an or der that the Lord is build ing into His mighty army.
And every be liever has a place of serv ice spe cifi cally pre pared for them
(Ephesians 2:10).  A place for eve ry one, with eve ry one in his place!

Some one has said, “The gar ments we are wear ing to day are the ones
that we will wear for all eter nity.”  There are spe cial places of honor and
author ity in the age to come for those who over come in this life.  The fol -
low ing scrip tures ex press what can be at tained by those who walk in the or -
der of God to day:

...who ever then hum bles him self as this child, he is great est in the
king dom of heaven. (Matthew. 18:4)

Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the king dom of heaven.
(Matthew 5:3)

Blessed are the meek (hum ble), for they shall in herit the earth.
(Matthew 5:5)

The way of the cross is the path God has placed be fore each one of us.


