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Pref ace

These are days of tran si tion. Church can no longer be “business- as-
 usual.” Change is com ing! The Lord is sov er eignly aris ing to re store and
pre pare His peo ple to gather in a fi nal end- time har vest. The fu ture will be
al to gether un like the past; and we must pre pare for it.

Days of De ci sion

Many Chris tians are sim ply wait ing for the Lord to come and rap -
ture them out of the ca lami ties they see com ing upon the earth. This is a
very self ish mind- set which misses en tirely what is in the Lord’s heart. He
is com ing for a bride who has pre pared and given her self to His pur pose in
these days. The very dark ness and dif fi cul ties from which men seek to es -
cape are events in tended by God to sepa rate out the tares from His king dom 
and pre pare the church to gather in the great est har vest of souls in the his -
tory of Chris ten dom. The river of God’s Spirit will sweep over every na -
tion on earth in clud ing the na tion of Is rael. Mul ti tudes will turn to the Lord
as His love, mercy and com pas sion are re vealed. The gos pel of the king -
dom will be preached as a wit ness to all na tions be fore He re turns. No one
will re main neu tral; eve ry one will have to de cide for or against Him.

It is not a time to fly away and es cape, but a time to over come. It is a
day to do bat tle for the souls of men against the world forces of dark ness
and spiri tual authori ties in heav enly places. The con sum ma tion of His pur -
pose in this day of trou ble will usher in His re turn.



It is a time of tran si tion. We have en tered a new era in the his tory of
the church, one which is in tri cately woven into God’s pur pose for this age.
All is on sched ule! When the Lord ini ti ated His re demp tive plan for man -
kind, He foreknew all things, and where we are to day is ex actly where He
knew we would be. Noth ing has oc curred that was not fore known. At no
time has the Lord ever re acted to un ex pected cir cum stances. All is in His
hands! We who are alive in Christ to day were also fore known; thus, it is not 
by ac ci dent that we have been called into His pur pose now and not in some
pre vi ous gen era tion. We have been brought to the king dom for just such a
time as this!

We dare not sim ply wait for the cli max of this great con flict to come
with out pre par ing our selves for it. The fol low ing are some of the major
tran si tions fac ing us to day:

1) A fi nal great reve la tion of God’s grace and mercy to a lost world will be
at tested to with many su per natu ral signs and won ders. Unity, love
and com pas sion in be liev ers will re flect God’s glory on the church.
This will be ac com pa nied by a cli max in dark ness and de cep tion.
We must pre pare for glory on the church and dark ness in the world
(Isaiah 60:1-3)

2) The church, in her pres ent state, is not ready for the task ahead, ei ther for
the glory or the dark ness. For that rea son, the Lord has been sov er -
eignly aris ing to re new, pre pare and equip His peo ple. The work
ahead can only be ac com plished by the Holy Spirit. Tra di tional
meth ods with out His anoint ing would surely fail. A deep work must
be done in the hearts of His people.

3) The forces that God is mo bi liz ing are not just His ar mies. His re sources
in clude the ele ments and eco logi cal fac tors of the world. Earth -
quakes, fam ines, hur ri canes, droughts, vol ca noes, floods, scar city of 
com modi ties, etc. are tools He will use to get man’s at ten tion. Such
things, in clud ing per se cu tion, are not to be seen by the church as
ene mies but as al lies (Ro mans 8:17-18, 28-29; 2 Timo thy 2:11-12).
Such things are not sent to de stroy us, but to deepen our roots in
Him. They serve to pre pare us for His glory.

4) A re al ity of the love our Fa ther has for us must be de vel oped in our
hearts. He is mov ing in re newal power, do ing heart sur gery to re -
move idols that have taken over His right ful place in our lives. He is
call ing the church to spend more time in His pres ence. Our suc cess
in the days ahead will largely de pend on the love re la tion ship that 
we have with our Lord.
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5) For too long Chris tians have tried to unite on the ba sis of doc trine. The
trou ble is that once we get our doc trine all de fined and well sup -
ported by scrip ture, we are then di vided from oth ers who have de -
fined things dif fer ently. Some com pro mise and sac ri fice truth on the 
al tar of ecu men ism. Oth ers be come so con vinced they are cor rect
that they de clare them selves to be the one “true church.” The Lord is 
grieved over the sin of di vi sion in His body.

The one ba sis He has pro vided for unity is His glory, His char ac ter
or na ture.

And the glory which Thou has given Me I have given to them; that
they may be one, just as we are one; I in them, and Thou in Me, that
they may be per fected in unity . .. (John 17:22-23)

Only the love of God can draw us to Him and to one an other; only
the love of God can bind us to gether as one body.

 A new com mand ment I give to you, that you love one an other, even
as I have loved you, that you also love one an other. By this all men
will know that you are My dis ci ples, if you have love for one an other. 
(John 13:34-35)

We must make tran si tion from cor rect the ol ogy con cern ing the body 
of Christ to the re al ity of walk ing in that the ol ogy.

Prepared for Service

There is but one place where prepa ra tion can take place, and that is
in His pres ence. It is not the teach ing we hear, or the tri als and cir cum -
stances we go through, that by them selves, ef fect change within us. Only to 
the ex tent that such things draw us into His pres ence for more grace, mercy
and un der stand ing will we be pre pared. At His feet we will learn to dis tin -
guish be tween the strate gies of man and the way of the Lord.

It is He Him self, not our min is try, our goals, or our call that must be -
come the de sire of our hearts. It is Je sus alone, noth ing else! This hun ger
and de sire is best ex pressed in our priest hood, for in ter ces sion and wor ship
will bring us into His pres ence.

Prepared Hearts

The first and most im por tant is sue in prepa ra tion is our hearts. We
sim ply do not ap pre ci ate how hor ri ble sin is in God’s eyes. In our walk with 
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Him, He sees us just as we are in our hearts (Prov erbs 27:19). Un for tu -
nately, apart from the Holy Spirit, we are un able to see or judge our heart
con di tion as He does, much less the hearts of oth ers.

The heart is  more de ceit ful than all else and is des per ately sick; who 
can un der stand it? (Jere miah 17:9)

Too many of us who are be liev ers, walk some where be tween the fol -
low ing two verses:

Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God. (Mat thew 5:8)

Eve ry one who is proud in heart is an abomi na tion to the Lord.
(Prov erbs 16:5)

Pride leads to un for give ness. Our ad ver sary, the ac cuser of the
breth ren, uses our trans gres sions to di vide and crip ple the body of Christ.
Hu mil ity must be cul ti vated so that we can re ceive the mercy and grace we
will need. God re sists the proud but gives grace to the hum ble.

Be cause our Fa ther in heaven loves us, He is vis it ing His chil dren
to day in re newal power to change hearts. Some mani fes ta tions may oc cur
in this visi ta tion that of fends the ra tional mind, but such things be come un -
im por tant as we see hearts re newed. He is call ing us to re pen tance, hu mil -
ity and in ti macy; to re ceive His love and then give it away to oth ers.

The way of the Lord is pre pared in the hearts of His peo ple. The is -
sue is not meth ods, strate gies, or spiri tual gifts, it is hearts pre pared for Him 
to reign in. The value of our serv ice is meas ured in His eyes by the state of
our heart. What He sees there de ter mines how He will anoint us. Our re -
spon si bil ity is clear:

Watch over you heart with all dili gence, for from it flows the
springs of life. (Prov erbs 4:23)

Prepared for the Harvest

The fields of the world have been ex pe ri enc ing har vest for two thou -
sand years. How ever, there will be an ul ti mate glo ri ous har vest that closes
this age of grace (Mat thew 13:17-39; Reve la tion 14:14-16). This par ticu lar 
har vest will be a ful fill ment of the Feast of Tab er na cles (or Feast of In gath -
er ing).

Re lig ious Life in Is rael dur ing the Old Tes ta ment was largely cen -
tered around three ma jor feasts, or ap point ments, each of which per tained
to phases of the yearly har vest of the land. These feasts were shad ows (or
types) of fu ture spiri tual har vests that would ful fill them. The first was the
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Feast of Passo ver which was ful filled in the death and res ur rec tion of Je sus. 
He was the first fruit of God’s spiri tual har vest. The sec ond was the Feast
of Pen te cost which was ful filled by the first out pour ing of the Holy Spirit
(Acts 2:1-21). The spiri tual har vest of this feast are all the souls who have
been saved since then through the con vict ing power of the Spirit.

God will con clude the sea son of har vest with a fi nal great in gath er -
ing of souls from all na tions that ful fills the Feast of Tab er na cles. The Lord
will then re turn to close this age of grace by res ur rect ing and gath er ing to
Him self all who be long to Him.

I be lieve the great est re lease of di vine power in the his tory of the
church lies just ahead, as the gos pel of the king dom is pro claimed and dem -
on strated to all na tions (Mat thew 24:14). There is no re demp tive power
greater than the love of God. When the gos pel is pro claimed with mercy,
love and com pas sion, be ing con firmed by at test ing signs and won ders, na -
tions will come to the Lord!

For thus says the Lord of hosts, “Once more in a lit tle while I am go -
ing to shake the heav ens and the earth, the sea also and the dry land. 
And I will shake all the na tions; and they will come with the wealth
of all na tions; and I will fill this house with glory,” says the Lord of
host. (Ha ggai 2:6-7)

The He brew word used in this verse for “wealth” is CHEMDAH.
This word does not re fer to the wealth of gold, sil ver or jew els; nor does it
re fer to wealth of a na tion’s mili tary might. There are other He brew words
for these two ex pres sions of wealth. CHEMDAH, which can also be trans -
lated as “de sire,” re fers to what is most pre cious in God’s eyes, the peo ple
of a na tion! Na tions and their lead ers will come to Him when His glory
rises on the church (Isaiah 52; 60:3-7).

Prepared for Pain

A woman has tra vail when her hour for de liv ery has come. Af ter -
wards, she no longer re mem bers the an guish for joy that a child has been
born. Simi larly, there is al ways pain as so ci ated with giv ing birth to right -
eous ness. The fol low ing are some ex am ples:

• The Fa ther ex pe ri enced pain in His heart when He sent His Son to
bear our sins.

• Je sus en dured the pain of His cross, de spis ing the shame for the joy
that was set be fore Him (He brews 12:2).

5



• Paul (and oth ers since then) ex pe ri enced pain and tra vail in or der to
see Christ re ceived and formed within  those to whom he preached (2 
Cor in thi ans 11:24-27; Co los sians 1:24; Ga la tians 4:19).

• Since the sin of Adam, all of crea tion groans and suf fers the pain of
child birth, wait ing for its re demp tion from de cay and cor rup tion
(Ro mans 8:21-22).

• Is rael will ex pe ri ence the pain of tra vail un til she turns in faith to her
Mes siah.

Lastly, the church faces the pain of child birth as she pre pares to de -
liver over com ers for the end- time pur poses of God (Oba diah 1:21; Reve la -
tion 2:26-27, 3:12, 21). The bride faces pain in pre par ing her self for the
glory of God which will arise upon her in the great con flict and har vest that
lies ahead. Be liev ers must be pre pared to em brace this re demp tive pain,
which will come from the fol low ing three sources.

1) There will be new lev els of tribu la tion, per se cu tion and de cep tion from
Sa tan. This time of trou ble is de scribed in scrip ture as “the be gin -
nings of birth pangs” (Mat thew 24:8). Mar tyr dom will be the way of 
over com ing for some saints (Reve la tion 12:11-12).

2) Whether we are saved or not, the way of our flesh is al ways in op po si tion 
to the way of the Spirit. How one re sponds when the anoint ing of
God touches their heart in re newal power can not be fath omed by ra -
tional minds and natu ral senses. The one and only va lid ity of His
anoint ing is the spiri tual fruit that fol lows. As God re news the
church, criti cism and op po si tion will arise from those who judge
what is tak ing place by the theo logi cal bounda ries of their tra di tion.
Al though this will be pain ful, there must be no re talia tion (1 Pe ter
2:20-23). The pain of ac cu sa tion is to be cov ered with a spirit of in -
ter ces sion, love and mercy. This heart at ti tude will al low the grace
of God to open hearts. Groups or in di vidu als that we may have given 
up on, could be come the very ones He uses in the great est way.

3) The third source of pain comes from within us. As the Lord opens our
hearts to re veal how much He loves us, some thing takes place. Sins
and idols are sur faced; things that must be ac knowl edged and put
away, for they oc cupy a place in our hearts that be longs to Je sus.
Pride, ma nipu la tion, con trol, elit ism, in se cu rity and un for give ness
are but some of these idols.

It is pain ful! Habit pat terns and life styles have al lowed these ene -
mies to be come woven into our be ing. They bring a spirit of heavi ness and
de pres sion that hin der joy and wor ship. The Lord is anoint ing His peo ple,
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do ing heart sur gery to re move these things, and give us the oil of glad ness
and man tle of praise. How ever, we must em brace the pain of re pen tance
and put away our idols.

Prepared Children

The church will only be ready for the fu ture to the ex tent that her
fami lies are pre pared. I be lieve that youth of the last days are to play an im -
por tant role in the end- time pur pose of God. It is very im por tant for our
young peo ple to be anointed by the Lord pre par ing them for what lies
ahead.

Sa tan seeks to de stroy the youth through abor tion, drugs, ho mo -
sexu al ity, bro ken homes, re bel lion, AIDs, etc. How ever, as the Lord did
through John the Bap tist in pre par ing for the first ad vent, He has prom ised
to again send the spirit of Eli jah to pre pare His way in this visi ta tion. His
in tent is to re store godly re la tion ships be tween fa thers and their chil dren,
thereby strength en ing fami lies.

Be hold, I am go ing to send you Eli jah the prophet be fore the com ing
of the great and ter ri ble day of the Lord. And he will re store the
hearts of the fa thers to their chil dren, and the hearts of the chil dren
to their fa thers . . . . (Mala chi 4:5-6)

Cell groups (the church meet ing in small groups) are an im por tant
part of God’s strat egy to build strong bonds of re la tion ship in and be tween
fami lies of the church.

David prophe sied of the sig nifi cant place youth will have in the day
of the Lord’s army.

Your peo ple will of fer them selves will ingly in the day of Your power, 
in the beauty of ho li ness and in holy ar ray out of the womb of the
morn ing; to You will spring froth Your young men who are as the
dew. (Psalm 110:3; AMP)

The Lord is pre par ing mighty war ri ors for His army from the youth.
They will be known for their faith, sim plic ity and pu rity.

Conclusion

The church must make tran si tions to pre pare for the glory and dark -
ness that lie ahead. The fu ture is un like the past. There is no pat tern from
re viv als of yes ter day that can de pict fu ture events.
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Do not call to mind the former things or pon der things of the past.
Be hold, I will do some thing new. Now it will spring forth; will you
not be aware of it? (Isaiah 43:18-19)

There are many gos pel em pha ses to day, such as the so cial gos pel,
fun da men tal ism, the full gos pel, re form the ol ogy, com mu nal ism, faith and
pros per ity, etc. And souls are be ing saved. How ever, the Lord wants to give 
the church His heart of love and com pas sion for the poor, crip pled, blind
and lame; for the dys func tional and casta ways of so ci ety. We are to take the 
gos pel of His king dom out to the streets and lanes of cit ies, to the high ways
and hedges of our land where much of this har vest will be found.

Work ers who have His vi sion and bur den will la bor to gether in
unity; not sim ply ecu men ism, but the unity that Je sus prayed for. To this
end, strong ap os tolic and pro phetic min is tries will emerge, mak ing the
body of Christ more ap par ent in the earth.

Eco nomic tran si tion will also take place. The “house of cards” built
by an ac cu mu la tion of na tional, busi ness and per sonal debts will col lapse.
To pre pare for the fu ture means to be out of debt. Shar ing ma te rial re -
sources will be come much more nec es sary than it is to day. The an swer is to 
be come a peo ple whose lives are poured out for Him and for one an other.
Noah was com manded to pre pare for un heard of events that had never been 
seen or ex pe ri enced by any one be fore. His obe di ence in build ing the ark
set the ex am ple we are to fol low.

. . . build up, build up, pre pare the way, re move every ob sta cle out of
the way of My peo ple. (Isaiah 57:14)

It is time to pre pare.


